Insights into the Role of Infection in the Spondyloarthropathies.
Certain infections play an important role in the pathogenesis of the human leukocyte antigen (HLA)-B27-associated reactive arthritis. Whether infections play a role in other forms of spondyloarthropathies is not as clear. The role of HLA-B27 as an antigen-presenting molecule is important in the pathogenesis of these diseases. Recent evidence has been obtained indicating that this molecule may have other functions unrelated to antigen-presentation in the interaction of reactive arthritis-triggering microbes and host. This paper reviews the recent studies on the role of infection in the spondyloarthropathies.